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Armitage C.E. Primary School 

Religious Education (RE) Policy 
 

Introduction 
 
Armitage C.E. Primary School follows the Manchester Agreed Syllabus. As a Church of England 
School, we ensure that our delivery of the Agreed Syllabus aims to develop the knowledge and 
understanding of Christianity and other principal religions presented in the school. We believe that 
every child should enjoy their education, be happy, healthy and safe. We value individuality, 
culture and heritage. We are committed to providing a place of excellence/high standards. Children 
have opportunities to achieve their full potential in academic, creative, emotional, social, physical, 
moral and spiritual development. At Armitage we want to ensure that our children go out into the 
world with the knowledge and skills to understand the beliefs of others and live-in today’s diverse 
and ever-changing world. We encourage everyone to ‘Aim High’. 
 
 
Curriculum Intent 
 
The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions 
which religion and worldwide views address, so that they can develop the understanding and skills 
needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop 
responses of their own. The faiths discussed include: Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism 
and Islam. It aims to challenge children to learn about a range of religions and non-religious 
worldviews. The aims of RE are to help children:  

 develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 
 develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and 

value systems found in Britain; 
 develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;  
 be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the 

fundamental questions of life;  
 develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences 

in Britain today;  
 develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements 

about religious issues;  
 have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society. 

 
The syllabus has units which fall into three strands: believing, expressing and living. All 
religions and non-religious worldviews involve these three key strands. Below are some example 
questions for each strand. 
 
Believing - Religious beliefs, teachings, sources; questions about meaning, purpose and truth. 
Reception – Autumn 1 – Which stories are special and why? 
Year 1 – Autumn term – Who is a Christian and what do they believe? 
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Year 3 – Autumn term – What do different people believe about God? 
Year 6 – Spring 1 – What do religions say to us when life gets hard? 
The skills the children will be using and developing within this strand are to retell, make 
connections, make suggestions, explore, and reflect 
 
Expressing - Religious and spiritual; forms of expression; questions about identity and diversity. 
Reception – Spring 1 – Which places are special and why? 
Year 1 – Spring 2 – How and why do we celebrate special and scared times? 
Year 3 – Summer 1 – Why do people pray? 
Year 6 – Autumn term – Is it better to express your religion in arts and architecture or in charity 
and generosity? 
The skills the children will be using and developing within this strand are to explore, understand, 
identify, ask relevant questions, provide opinions and examples, establish links, explain, consider, 
describe, and reflect. 
 
Living - Religious practices and ways of living; questions about values and commitments. 
Reception – Summer 1 – Where do we belong? 
Year 1 – Spring 1 – What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 
Year 3 – Summer 2 – What does it mean to be a Christian in Britain today? 
Year 6 – Spring 2 – What matters most to Christians and Humanists? 
The skills the children will be using and developing are to unpick, give thoughts and opinions, 
provide examples, discuss, talk, express and present ideas, describe, create and answer questions, 
explore suggestions, use evidence, and reflect. 
 
Children in the Foundation stage follow the EYFS curriculum. Goals under the area of ‘Knowledge 
and Understanding of the world’ aim to prepare children for RE in the following years. 
 
Whilst teaching the skills within each strand we refer to the fundamental British Values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of others. These are 
displayed in every classroom to remind the children to be respectful citizens. 
 
 
The legal position of RE  
 
Our school curriculum for RE meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The 
ERA stipulates that RE is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are 
less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from RE classes if they so 
wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school 
governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach RE, but only after they have given due 
notice of their intention to the school governors. The RE curriculum forms an important part of our 
school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school 
RE curriculum is based on the Manchester LA’s Agreed Syllabus and it meets all the requirements 
set out in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the 
religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, 
take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. 
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Curriculum Implementation 
 
RE is taught in termly blocks once a week and is recorded in RE books using a variety of outcomes 
as suggested by the agreed syllabus. Each unit of work has a focus question along with a selection 
of thread questions (which we refer to as ‘Big Questions’). RE lessons begin with a ‘Big Question’ 
rather than a lesson objective; this aims to promote the idea that there is no right answer in RE; 
rather, there are many different interpretations Children carry out research into religious topics. 
Big Questions are explored each week to help the children answer the focus question at the end of 
every unit. Within all the three key strands (believing, expressing and living) time to reflect is 
pertinent. From the start of every lesson till the very end, our children are encouraged to reflect on 
their learning.  
 
Regular assemblies, Collective Worship sessions, celebrations of religious and non-religious festivals, 
and events are implemented alongside weekly RE lessons. This helps to celebrate the diversity of 
the wider community in Ardwick, including their beliefs, traditions, culture, language and history.  
 
Collective Worship 
As a Church of England School, we continue to express our Christian vision by taking part in 
Collective Worship sessions as a whole School in assemblies and in class. Collective Worship does 
not pre-suppose any particular religious commitment. It is a time to enrich the children’s 
understanding of the world around them, and to express their individuality, culture and heritage. 
During these sessions we might sing, listen to stories, discuss or ask questions, reflect, share, and 
communicate feelings.  
 
A Curriculum plan for all learners 
We want to ensure that every child is able to make progress in RE. The teaching of RE is a vital 
part of our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and balanced education 
for all our children. That is why our Teachers plan with every child in mind. Our curriculum plan 
aims to give our children the opportunities to learn about religious and non-religious worldviews in 
a variety of ways for example: through art, music, drama, dance and the use of artefacts as well 
as through discussion and more formal writing opportunities. This cross-curricular approach of 
teaching RE helps to support our SEND and disadvantaged students. 
 
When teaching RE we ensure that we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We take into account the targets set 
for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). We achieve this in a variety of 
ways, for example, by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;  
 setting tasks of increasing difficulty;  
 grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability 

group;  
 providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;  
 using teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children. 

 
Experiencing The Three Key Strands 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 
children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and 
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concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and 
promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own 
views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum.  
 
As a whole School, we make sure that religious experiences are experienced and celebrated to 
ensure a clear picture of how other faiths are believed, expressed, and lived. Where possible we 
would like the children to have opportunities to encounter local faith communities through visits to 
local places of worship or visits from members of local faith communities to the school. We have 
celebrated a variety of festivals as a whole School and invited parents/carers to join us and take 
part.  
 
We are always wanting to connect and share our vision and values with our local community. We 
took part in the iSing POP project where we invited parents/carers to come and hear the children 
perform. The children still enjoy singing and dancing to these songs during whole school assemblies 
and Collective Worship time in class. 
 
We are very lucky to have Reverend Craig as part of our School community. Reverend Craig visits 
each Year group every year to share our School’s Christian vision. He shares stories with the 
children, takes part in lessons, and answers any questions. 
 
We use high quality resources/artefacts to help engage the children and support with their 
understanding. 
 
During every RE lesson, we encourage the children to make links to other religious and non-
religious groups; this helps to establish shared ideologies and supports with their understanding. 
We also make references to the differences between other faiths to help understand different 
beliefs and viewpoints. This provides an opportunity for discussion in a safe and healthy 
environment. 
 
 
Curriculum planning 
 
We plan our RE curriculum in accordance with the Manchester Diocesan syllabus. We ensure that 
the topics studied in RE build upon prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities 
to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression 
built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the 
school. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in RE in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-
term). The long-term plan maps the RE topics studied in each term during each year group. The RE 
subject leader works out this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group.  
 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. The RE subject leader 
keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis.  
 
The class teacher writes the plans for each lesson and lists the specific learning objectives for that 
lesson. S/he keeps these individual plans and is welcome to discuss them on an informal basis with 
the RE subject leaders. 
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Cross-curricular  
 
English Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by 
actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we 
use in the Literacy lessons have religious themes or content, which encourage discussion, and this 
is our way of promoting the skills of speaking and listening. We also encourage the children to 
write letters and record information in order to develop their writing ability.  
 
Computing  
We use technology where appropriate in RE. The children find, select and analyse information, 
using the internet. They also use technology to review, modify, evaluate and present their work. 
Teachers use technology to help make lessons engaging through the use of virtual tours, emailing a 
believer and video content.  
 
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship  
Through our RE lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin 
individual choices of behaviour. For example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as 
smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for 
citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. 
In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to 
appreciate what it means to be positive members of our multicultural society.  
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  
Through teaching RE in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. Children 
consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to 
recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical 
questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a 
multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing, they 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 
 
 
Curriculum Impact 
 
Monitoring and review  
The RE subject leaders are responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the 
quality of the teaching in RE. S/he is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of 
RE, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic 
lead and direction for the subject in the school. The RE subject leader presents the Head Teacher 
with an annual review, which evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates 
areas for further improvement. S/he has directed time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing 
samples of the children’s work and visiting classes. 
 
Assessment 
Pupils have several opportunities to show their understanding during each unit of work: including 
oral, written, next steps, and cover sheets. 
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At the end of every lesson the children attempt a ‘chilli challenge’. ‘Chilli challenges’ are 
differentiated next steps which assess the children’s understanding. It is a time for the children to 
reflect on the Big Question and show their understanding on what has been taught and learnt.  
At the end of every unit the children are asked to answer the main Big Question on their cover 
sheet. This gives the children the chance to reflect on their learning and ask more questions or 
think about what they still want to know.  
 
Next steps and cover sheets allow the Teacher to address any misconceptions and supports with 
future planning. This evidence supports Teachers when assessing the children. 
 
Teachers also use their professional judgement when assessing through answers that the children 
provide during sessions. 
 
Preparing the children for KS3 
We want to make sure that our children are ready academically, socially and emotionally when 
they move on to their Secondary Education. In Year 6 the children have the opportunity to visit 
their new School. This gives the children the chance to familiarise themselves with their new 
learning environment and begin to build friendships with children from other Schools. We 
encourage the children to take that first step in introducing themselves and making others feel 
welcome.  
 
The final RE unit in Year 6 (What difference does it make to believe in Ahisma 
(harmlessness), Grace and Ummah (community)?) supports the transition by allowing time 
for the children to reflect on their learning and think about their beliefs and commitments. The 
children get the opportunity to RAG rate which commitments (religious and/or non-religious) they 
prioritise. The children choose from a variety of commitments such as, ‘My future’, ‘Being a good 
person’, ‘PlayStation, Xbox and Wii’, ‘My God’ and many more. This gives the children time to 
think about what matters to them and how they treat others and the world around them. It 
encourages the children to reflect and have that open discussion with their Teacher and peers 
about their future. 
  
The Manchester Agreed Syllabus continues with the systematic enquiry based approach in KS3. 
The Syllabus starts with a unit that is engaging, and which will allow teaching of foundational 
knowledge as well as diagnostic assessment of what has been learnt prior to transition. 
 
Student Council 
We encourage our students to have a voice and RE is a subject that celebrates this. Our Student 
Council asked, “Why is RE important?” Here are some of the responses: 

- “It is good to know about different religions.” 
- “You get an opportunity to think about yourself and others.” 
- “RE is important because you’re understanding people more.” 
- “Everyone has a voice.” 

We are proud of the children who attend Armitage C.E. Primary School. Just by walking down the 
corridor you can see the impact our Christian vision and RE curriculum has on them. Our students 
follow the fundamental British Values, respect all and have a voice. 
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Signed: Zoe Moore 
Date: March 2021 


