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Statutory obligations and expectations 
 

Attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age. Schools subject to 
the remote education temporary continuity direction are required to provide remote 
education to pupils covered by the direction where their attendance would be contrary 
to government guidance or legislation around COVID-19. This includes, for example, 
where such guidance means that a class, group or a small number of pupils need to 
self-isolate. All such pupils not physically unwell should have access to remote 
education as soon as reasonably practicable, which may be the next school day. 
 

 
From September 2021, we continue to expect schools to provide remote education for 
pupils whose attendance would be contrary to government guidance or legislation 
around Covid-19. Schools should therefore maintain their capabilities to deliver high 
quality remote education for next academic year. 
 

 

Where needed, the remote education provided should be equivalent in length to the 
core teaching pupils would receive in school and should include recorded or live direct 
teaching time, as well as time for pupils to complete tasks and assignments 
independently. As a minimum you should provide: 

 Key Stage 1: 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger 
children 

 Key Stage 2: 4 hours a day 
 
Online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by teaching staff at the 
school. High quality lessons developed by external providers can be provided in lieu of 
school led video content. 
 

In developing remote education, we expect you to: 

 teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and 
skills are built incrementally 

 have a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and 
practised in each subject so that pupils can progress through the 
school’s curriculum 

 select a digital platform for remote education provision that will be used 
consistently across the school in order to allow interaction, assessment 
and feedback and make sure staff are trained and confident in its use. If 
schools do not have an education platform in place, they can access free 
support at get help with technology 

 overcome barriers to digital access for pupils by, for example: 

o distributing school-owned laptops accompanied by a user 
agreement or contract 

o securing appropriate internet connectivity solutions 

o providing printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, to 
structure learning, supplemented with other forms of 
communication to keep pupils on track or answer questions about 
work 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-temporary-continuity-direction-explanatory-note?utm_source=remote_education
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/?utm_source=remote_education
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 have systems for checking, daily, whether pupils are engaging with their 
work, and work with families to rapidly identify effective solutions where 
engagement is a concern 

 identify a named senior leader with overarching responsibility for the 
quality and delivery of remote education, including that provision meets 
expectations for remote education 

When teaching pupils remotely we expect schools to: 

 set meaningful and ambitious work each day in an appropriate range of 
subjects 

 consider how to transfer into remote education what we already know 
about effective teaching in the live classroom by, for example: 

o providing frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by 
a teacher or through high-quality curriculum resources 

o providing opportunities for interactivity, including questioning, 
eliciting and reflective discussion 

o providing scaffolded practice and opportunities to apply new 
knowledge 

o enabling pupils to receive timely and frequent feedback on how to 
progress, using digitally-facilitated or whole-class feedback where 
appropriate 

o using assessment to ensure teaching is responsive to pupils’ 
needs and addresses any critical gaps in pupils’ knowledge 

o avoiding an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet 
research activities 

We expect you to consider these expectations in relation to the pupils’ age, 
stage of development or special educational needs, for example where this 
would place significant demands on parents’ help or support. 

Younger children in Key Stage 1 or Reception often require high levels of 
parental involvement to support their engagement with remote education, which 
makes digital provision a particular challenge for this age group. We, therefore, 
do not expect that solely digital means will be used to teach these pupils 
remotely. 

If pupils with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) are not able to be 
in school their teachers are best placed to know how the pupil’s needs can be 
most effectively met to ensure they continue to make progress. 

We recognise that some pupils with SEND may not be able to access remote 
education without adult support and so expect schools to work with families to 
deliver an ambitious curriculum appropriate for their level of need. 

You should work collaboratively with families and put in place reasonable 
adjustments so that pupils with SEND can successfully access remote 
education. In this situation, decisions on how provision can be delivered should 
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be informed by relevant considerations including the types of services that the 
pupil can access remotely. 

 
 

In the event of school/bubble lockdown, the following would come into 
effect: 
 
1. Immediate action 
1.1 Preparation 
As a pre-emptive measure, all children have been given an equipment pack to 
take home. These packs will include basics such as: 

 A book for writing/drawing in 

 Pen/Pencil 

1.2 In the event of a lockdown 
Teachers going into lockdown will also have an equipment pack that will enable 
them to teach from home. Such equipment includes: 

 Whiteboards 

 Whiteboard pens 

 Flipchart paper 

 Lined/plain/squared/graph paper. 

 Bluetac 

 Laptop/iPad 

 iPad stand 

 Practical apparatus 

Support staff being sent home should ensure that they have a way to 
communicate electronically during lockdown. i.e. email access. 
 
2 Lesson planning and Preparation 
2.1 Weekly lessons 
It is expected that the number and frequency of lessons/subjects taught during 
lockdown periods would follow the usual school routine as closely as possible. 
Please refer to the DFE requirements at the top of this document for information 
around lesson sequencing.  
 
The first school day after lockdown has occurred will be dedicated to preparing 
lessons for the following few days. No lessons are expected to go live during 
this preparation time. 
 

 

2.2 Example Weekly Timetable 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Numeracy 
Literacy 
Reading 
PE 
RE 

Numeracy 
Literacy 
Reading 
French 
Music 

Numeracy 
Literacy 
Reading 
PE 
Science 

Numeracy 
Literacy 
Reading 
PE 
Topic 

Numeracy 
Literacy 
Reading 
PSHE 
Golden Time 
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3 Lessons 
3.1 Lesson Format 
Where appropriate, lessons should follow a set structure: 

1) Model objective: Pre-recorded teacher videos created and shared 

within a Seesaw activity.  

2) Set activity: In Seesaw share the teacher input video and direct 

the children to complete a specific task.  

 Response formats can be set specifically (i.e. writing 

answers to questions on a ‘Note’ template) or can be left 

open to allow children to complete tasks in a way which 

best suits their needs. 

 Activities should go live at 09:00 on the day the lesson is 

set for. When a lesson goes live, children with the app will 

receive notifications to tell them that the lessons for that 

day are now available. 

 Activity Name format: DAY SUBJECT SHORT DATE 

 Student Instructions must include: Date, learning objective 

and any additional instructions. 

3) Marking and feedback: Every piece of work should be ‘Liked’ to 

acknowledge its completion. In line with the school marking policy, 

comments can be left where appropriate. 

 

3.2 Lesson examples 
Literacy 
INPUT: Loom recorded video with teacher modelling how to use the column 
addition method. Video shared with children via Seesaw. 
ACTIVITY: ‘Note’ template made with Date, LO and example. 
FEEDBACK: All work ‘liked’. Some comments left. Update RAG register. 
 
Numeracy 
INPUT: White Rose video with teacher modelling how to write an opening 
paragraph for an adventure story. Video shared with children via Seesaw. 
ACTIVITY: Matching task set via Mathletics.  
FEEDBACK: Mathletics auto marks. Update RAG register. 
 
Reading 
INPUT: Comprehension text shared on Seesaw. (No video input) 
ACTIVITY: Comprehension questions copied and pasted onto a Seesaw ‘Note’ 
and used as a template. Children write answer after each question. 
FEEDBACK: All work ‘liked’. Some comments left. Update RAG register. 
 
PE 
INPUT: Loom recorded video of teacher modelling star jumps, burpees and sit-
ups. 
ACTIVITY: Children do 10 of each twice with a 30 second gap between. 
Children asked to take action shot photo. 
FEEDBACK: All work ‘liked’. Some comments left. Update RAG register. 
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RE 
INPUT: Loom recording of teacher’s laptop screen with voice over. Teacher 
talks through a PowerPoint presentation on prayer. Video shared with children 
via Seesaw. 
ACTIVITY: Children record their thoughts and ideas about prayer and its 
purpose any way they like. I.e. Video or Note. 
FEEDBACK: All work ‘liked’. Some comments left. Update RAG register. 
 

 

4 Marking and feedback 
As stated above, every piece of work should be ‘Liked’ to acknowledge its 
completion. In line with the school marking policy, comments can be left where 
appropriate. 
 

 

5 Registers and Attendance 
5.1 Registers 
Online registers will be accessible for each class via staff email address and 
links provided.  
Example: 

 

Registers should be marked in the following way: 

 Red, amber and green rated – Typing ‘r’, ‘a’ or ‘g’ into a black cell and 

pressing ‘enter’ will log a lesson complete for the corresponding child. 

The degree to which the child has met the learning objective will 

determine whether it is rated red, amber or green – in line with the school 

marking policy.  

 Any tasks not attempted should be left blank. 

 Right clicking on the lesson cells (e.g. Numeracy) will allow you to ‘add 

comments’ – Learning Objectives should be added to these comments in 

order to inform post-teach opportunities on return to school. 
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5.2 Attendance 
Children with a series of blank cells on the register indicates that they are not 
accessing the work. These children must be contacted as soon as possible in 
order to establish why. It should be noted that, parents will be encouraged to 
use Seesaw via the app although it is available on all platforms. Therefore, as 
long as a household has at least a single device (such as a mobile phone) and 
Internet access, their work should be accessible. Once contacted has been 
made, staff should outline the call via the ‘add comment’ function. This should 
be added to the child’s name on the register to denote to other staff members 
that this family have already been contacted. 
 
A member of the SMT should be contacted in the event of a child being unable 
to access the work. (E.g. account details have been lost, no Internet access 
etc.) so that appropriate action can be taken in order to facilitate children 
accessing their learning. If a child is having to be contacted several times due to 
lack of work, SMT should also be made aware of this. 
 
6 Staffing 
6.1 Shared workload 
Should school/bubble lockdown occur, it is imperative that staff working from 
home communicate regularly in order to distribute responsibility and workload. 
Whilst, primarily, teachers will be creating and setting lessons, all staff working 
from home are expected to contribute to marking work, completing registers and 
making phone calls. 
 
6.2 Staff wellbeing 
School is aware that home lives and responsibilities within the household vary 
with each staff member. Should lockdowns occur, school will try it’s best to 
support those in difficult situations. Should a staff member find it difficult to 
balance their home and work responsibilities, they should make contact with a 
member of SLT to discuss a viable way forward.  
 

 

Remote learning for self-isolators who have COVID 19 but are not unwell 
 

 Remote Learning will be provided on the next school day after a child 
has tested positive for COVID 19. 

 The minimum required amount of home learning for children in each Key 
Stage will be provided (see above for details of this). 

 Self-isolating children will be provided with a timetable by their class 
teacher (via ParentMail) on a daily basis, informing them of the structure 
of lessons for the day ahead. This information will be sent the day before 
to enable arrangements to be made at home for children to access work 
the following day. 

 This timetable – whilst meeting minimum Government requirements – will 
contain lessons delivered in one/some/all of the following ways: 

- Live Zoom lessons delivered by the class teacher; 
- Pre-recorded Loom lessons (accessed through Seesaw) 

delivered by the class teacher; 
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- Links to videos/activities from high quality providers such 
as White Rose Maths, Oak Academy etc. 

 Feedback/marking is provided by a member of staff throughout the day, 
directly to the child who is self-isolating. 

 All children who are self-isolating at home due to having COVID 19 are 
recorded on the school ‘Covid Sheet’. This enables those requiring 
Remote Learning to be identified, as well as allowing us to keep a record 
of which children have participated in Remote Learning. 

 Where sustained lack of engagement with Remote Learning is identified, 
a member of staff from a given year group will make contact with the self-
isolating child to check in on their progress. 

 Any technical barriers to learning should be brought to the attention of 

Key Stage leaders or a member of SMT. Such examples include, but are 

not limited to: 

 1 device in household between 3 children. 

 1 device between child and dad who is working from home. 

 Run out of data on device and can’t access the Internet. 

 Doesn’t have any WiFi or Internet is down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


